352.   MESSAGE TO SUBURBAN DISTRICT CONFERENCE^

BOMBAY,
[April W, 1924]

Mahatma Gandhi had sent a message that owing to his illness he was
unable to take any part in their Conference, but he fully realized their
great love for him. He was sure God would make their Conference a
success. But what next? Most important of all their resolutions was the
one about khadi, because in it women, men, children, old men, the educated
and uneducated, co-operators and non-co-operators could equally take
whatever part they liked. They had money and sense. Numerically they
were few. Did they not think they could make them all lovers of khadi?
If they could not achieve this much in their small community, where all
circumstances were favourable to them, then a doubt would arise whether
they were fitted to undertake even bigger tasks. He was sure that they
would all come to a united resolve to see this work to a successful end.

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 23-4-1924

353.   LETTER TO COL. F. MELL

POST ANDHERI,
April 18, 1924

DEAR COL. MELL,

There Is a prisoner in the Sabarmati Central Jail undergoing
two years* rigorous imprisonment. For want of a better term he
may be described as a political prisoner. His name is Mr.
Kalyanji Vithalbhai Mehta. He is a co-worker of mine and I
know him exceedingly well, I understand that whereas on admis-
sion his weight was 102, it is now 92, that at one time milk
formed an item in his dietary, but for some cause not known to my
informant, he has been deprived of milk. My informant tells me
that the prisoner has been deprived also of writing materials, and
that although he is able to weave only 12 yards of strapping, the
authorities insist upon his finishing 20 yards. I am loath to pub-
Ksh this Information before bringing it to your notice. At first I

^ -he3cl at Santa Cruz on Friday afternoon, was presided
By Dsrf^ Gopalda*